
SPECIAL PUBLIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONES
 (DECREE 30-2018)

Import from the National Customs Territory (TAN in Spanish) or from abroad 
Transfers to any other tax warehouse
Transfers to and from other regimes, ports, borders, and airports in the country. 
Providing services or products to other users or ZDEEP.
Export to the National Customs Territory (TAN) or abroad.
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Legal Concept of 
Special Public Economic Development Zones Decree 30-2018
A geographically-defined non-customs area within the national territory to produce goods and services
or undertake commercial activities, with special tariffs, and a temporary customs regimen.

It may be set up anywhere on the national territory.
The minimum authorization period is 12 years, as of the date of the resolution. Extensions may be requested. 
It can be enabled in ZOLIC's properties or on third-party properties that are leased or granted in usufruct in ZOLIC's favor.
An area of at least 10,000 square meters. If the area is smaller, 400 direct and permanent jobs must be guaranteed. There 
may be exceptions, considering the investment to be made and the number of jobs to be created.
A minimum of two users must be installed (an administrator and a productive user). If there is a single user, the economic 
impact and job creation must be justified.

Type of Operations

Users of a ZDEEP
Industry, trade, and services 
Activities: Production, manufacturing, transformation, assembly, commercialization, distribution, storage, conservation, 
product packaging, repacking, transport packaging, manipulation, classification, any other operation on its own  goods or 
imported and exported goods.

Authorized by: The ZOLIC Board of Directors
Guatemala office:  Blvd. Los Próceres, 24-69 z. 10 Edif. Empresarial Zona Pradera, Torre 4, Nivel 10, Oficina 1002. Telephone 
+502 2279-0950.
Headquarters in Izabal:  Km. 293.5 Ruta al Atlántico Norte, Santo Tomás de Castilla. Puerto Barrios, Izabal. Guatemala
Telephone No.: +502 7961-5400

Consult the law and its set of regulations: https://zolicguate.com/zdeep/

Contact

Submitting the file:

PROCESS TO ESTABLISH A ZDEEP

Strategic Project including the ZDEEP's economic, social, and productive effect, as well as its contribution to the 
region's development and job creation.
Professionals’ technical opinion and the Environmental Plan to be implemented. 
Application form: This applies if the property is owned by third parties (see details in the Regulations for 
Authorization, Qualification and Operation )

Physical inspection by ZOLIC, within 30 working days
Technical opinion issued within 20 working days.
Board of Directors resolution within 30 working days. After this, the ZDEEP is authorized and SAT is notified to 
assign personnel to start operations.

MINISTERIO
DE ECONOMÍA

MINISTERIO
DE RELACIONES
EXTERIORES

Once the file is completed:



ISR1 exemption for a period of 10 years, also applicable to dividends and profits.
Temporary suspension of VAT 2 , import duties and other import charges on goods entering the ZDEEP.
VAT exemption on taxed events and acts undertaken within the ZDEEP when they are exported.
Fiscal-Stamp Exemption on the documents pertaining to acts or contracts on goods and business in the Zone.
Goods do not cause abandonment.
The State or Municipal Governments may grant non-fiscal incentives to certain users.

Other benefits: 3 
The possibility of selling products processed within the free zone in the internal market.
On-site Customs Office.
Software for logistics and customs processes.
Infrastructure adapted to international operations. 
Immediate access to Puerto Santo Tomás de Castilla and Puerto Barrios.
AEO4  Certification 
Logistical complementarity in operations
Opportunity to establish sectoral clusters.
Decentralization of productive economic activities and local development.
Extensive National Telephone Network and Internet bandwidth options.
National and Regional Electric Network Connection
Abundant labor, possibility of instruction and training
Consultancy and accompaniment for the installation process.

Application containing the legal requirements and information on the economic impact, employment generation and the activities that are 
expected to be undertaken. Term of the lease (minimum 1 year) and a statement establishing that they wish to enjoy tax benefits.
Fill out the form included in the website or provided by ZOLIC 
(download: https://zolicguate.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FORMULARIO-PARA-ZDEEP-MERCADEO.pdf).
A certified copy of the Trade License.
A certified copy of the owner's Personal Identification Document –DPI in Spanish– or passport.
Latest audited Financial Statements.
Copy of the Tax Identification Number –NIT in Spanish– of the company and an updated certificate of registration in the Unified Tax Registry 
–RTU in Spanish–.
A sworn statement in a notarial certificate, in which they indicate that they are not included in the prohibitions or limitations to make use of 
the rights contained in the ZOLIC Law.

A certified copy of the company’s Public Deed of Incorporation
The Notarial Certificate of the Appointment of the Legal Representative.
A certified copy of the corporation and trade licenses
A certification by the Board of Directors authorizing the contracting to be performed and authorizing the Legal Representative to sign a lease 
with ZOLIC.

Technical, Economic, Financial and Environmental Feasibility Study
A list of products or raw materials to be stored.
Safety data sheets of the products to be stored.
Others https://zolicguate.com/requisitos-para-ser-usuarios/
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Requirements for a legal entity or natural person 5  

Legal entities must also submit the following:

Other requirements:

ZDEEP APPROVED (Oct 2022):
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United States of America
All Central American countries
European Union
Mexico
Chile 
Colombia
Panama
Dominican Republic
Taiwan

* ZOLIC already has the file

Territorial,
insular and
maritime
differendu
m pending
resolution

109

ZOLIC and SAT approved

1. Puma I - Pto. de San José Escuintla
2. Puertas del Istmo - San Marcos
3. Michatoya - Ruta al Pacífico
4. Miel Verde - Río Hondo, Zacapa

Approved by ZOLIC

5. Zona Libre Quetzal - Autopista a Pto. Quetzal
6. Puma II - Pto. San José, Escuintla
7. Santander - Pto. Barrios, Izabal
8.
9. 

ZODISA - Pto. Barrios, Izabal
Scali Centroamericana - Autopista Pto Quetzal, 
Escuintla

Pending for approval*

10.
11. 

Mauricio Pacífico - Masagua, Escuintla
Parque Industrial Quiriguá - Pto Barrios, Izabal

Zona Libre Gualán - Gualán, Zacapa
Cerro Verde - Puerto Barrios, Izabal

12.
13.

Puerta del Istmo

Km. 249.5 Pajapita, San Marcos

Fredy Palma
Cel. +502 40930485
fpalma@pdi.com.gt
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Michatoya Pacific

Eddy López
Cel. +502 4149-6587
arqeddylopezr@gmail.com

Michatoya
Pacific


